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The boys are back

New health
center offers
centralization

Spring practice starts
Tuesday | Page 8

Gamecocks claim No. 1
seed in NCAA tournament

Lauren Shirley
@SURELYLAUREN

Ru n n ing arou nd campus for
appointments will soon be a thing of
the past.
Student Health Services (SHS) will
centralize both its care and location
by 2017,when the branches of SHS will
come together in the center of campus
in a new health center building that
will connect to the current Thompson
S t u d e n t H e a l t h C e n t e r .T h e
groundbreaking is scheduled for this
July, according to Marjorie Duffie,
SHS public relations and marketing
director.
A s o f n o w, s t u d e nt s ’ m e d i c a l
care is spread across five different
buildings: Strom Thurmond Wellness
and Fit ness Center, Blatt Physical
E duc at ion Center, t he T hom son
Student Health Center, the Byrnes
building and McBryde. The addition
of this new health center st udents
will have access to all of the services
between there and Thomson.
T he Cou nsel i ng a nd Hu ma n
D e v e lo p me nt C e nt e r, c u r r e nt l y
located in the Byrnes building, will
move to the old Thomson Student
Health Center to join with psychiatric
services.
T h e o n - c a m p u s p h a r m a c y,
currently located on the third floor of
Thomson, will be more “visible and
accessible,” Duffie said.
Consolidating the sectors of Health
Ser v ices w it h in a cent ral campus
location promotes the patient-centered
medical home model, Duffie said.
“It’s something that we implemented
last year — early 2014 was when we
really started,” she said. “The main
thing that some students might know
about it is when they come to our
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This weekend’s games will be the first of NCAA tournament play to be held in the Colonial Life Arena for the Gamecocks.

Brennan Doherty
@BRENNAN_DOHERTY

The Sout h Carolina women’s
basketball team (30-2) earned a oneseed in the NCAA tournament for
the second consecutive season and
was placed in the Greensboro region.
As a result, South Carolina will only
have to travel a short distance to the
Sweet 16 or Elite Eight rounds should
it make it that far in the tournament.
Coming off an SEC tournament
championship, the team gathered
Monday night at Colonial Life Arena
to watch the NCA A tournament
selection show along with some of its
most dedicated fans.
The Gamecocks went wild once
their name was called.
The G a mecock s w ill t a ke on
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2015 Goal:

$500,000
2014
$318,649
2013
$224,510
2012
$177,000
2011
$160,000
Graphic by Bianca Correa

This year’s goal of $500,000 is USCDM’s biggest to date.

16-seed Savannah State in the first
round Friday at 5 p.m. in Colonial
Life Arena. The winner will then face
either No. 8-seed Syracuse or No.
9-seed Nebraska on Sunday.
The chance to be homebound
for the first two rounds is a new
experience for South Carolina, too.
B efore now, S out h C a rol i n a
couldn’t play in postseason games in
Columbia due to an NCAA rule which
prohibits the state of South Carolina
from hosting postseason games at
predetermined sites because of the
Confederate flag at the State House.
But a rule change by the NCAA now
allows the 16 top-seeded schools to
play first and second round games at
their home arenas, even though the
flag is still present in South Carolina.
“It’s wonderful, considering what

we’ve had to go through the last
couple years,” Coach Dawn Staley
said. “Also, just the fan base we have.
We know we’re probably going to
draw five-digit fans in the stands.”
Last season, Staley’s team traveled
2,828 miles to Seattle for the first
weekend, and the Gamecocks played
in Boulder, Colorado for the first two
rounds of the 2013 tournament.
But this year, South Carolina will
get the chance to defend its home
court, which the Gamecocks haven’t
lost on since February 2013.
The opportunit y to remain on
campus is a big deal, sophomore center
Alaina Coates said. South Carolina
leads the nation in home attendance
with over 12,540 fans per game.
SEEBASKETBALLPAGE3

USCDM
warms up for
main event
Lauren Shirley
@SURELYLAUREN

W it h mere d ay s u nt i l
Da nce M a r at hon’s m a i n
event, the organization is
still pushing to raise “Half a
Million in Half the Time.”
Si nce 19 9 9, t he
org a n i z at ion h a s r a i s e d
over $1.9 million to benefit
Palmetto Health Children’s
Hospital. Last year’s main
event raised $318,649 for the
kids, but this year USCDM
hopes to break $500,000.
But no one k nows if
they’ve done it yet. Not even
L e sl ie K n ight , USC DM
executive director.
“ We d o n’t d i s c l o s e
fundraising information this
close to the event,” Knight
said. “We like to keep it
under wraps.”
K night w ill get cut of f
f rom check i ng t he exact
nu mbers t h is close to
t he event; however, as of
Mo nd a y n i g ht , s he h a d

raised $13,160 of her own
$14,000 goal for this year.
She said the surprise of
the grand total keeps the
participants from getting
caught up in the numbers
during the main event.
T he or g a n i z at io n h a s
engaged va r ious f u ndraising activities throughout
the year, most recently the
#1Day30K f u nd ra iser —
t h rough Tw it ter pledges
and on-campus fundraising
e v e nt s , U S C DM r a i s e d
far more than the $30,000
goa l, br i ng i ng i n a tot a l
of $54,750.61 in t hose 24
hours.
For the main event, USC
s t u d e nt s w i l l g at he r i n
Strom Thurmond Wellness
a nd Fit ne s s Center on
March 21 from 10 a.m. to
midnight.
Knight and the rest of the
participants are gearing up

for Dance Marat hon and
for t he f i rst t i me i n t he
orga n izat ion’s h istor y at
USC, the time of the event
has been sliced. Instead of
the 24 hours, participants
will now only dance for 14.
This allows for 12 hours
of d a nc i ng a nd a n hou r
for both the opening and
closing ceremonies.
“This week to prep for
the main event, our focus is
on our participants to make
sure they feel prepared with
fundraising and know what
to e x p ec t at t he e vent ,”
K night said. “All week we
will be communicating with
registered heroes to give
fundraising tips and explain
how the event will go.”
They have already been
divided into six teams that
represent the six f loors of
SEEUSCDMPAGE2
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SC State president fired
by board of trustees
SC State University President Thomas Elzey was fi red Monday after a judge
permitted the school’s board of trustees to terminate his four-year contract,
according The State.
Elzey was put on paid administrative leave last month, and he sued for breach
of contract when he was no longer able to negotiate with the SC State Trustees.
According to his contract, he’ll be owed $400,000 if he is fired without cause.
Elzey sought a motion to stop his fi ring because he feared the damage to his
reputation, however Circuit Court Judge Edgar Dickson turned down the motion
Monday. Dickson said the contract allowed the current board to fire the president.
Trustees named interim Provost Franklin Evans as the acting president.
— Lauren Shirley, News Editor
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Police search for suspects who shot,
killed high school student
Columbia Police are searching for suspects after a C.A. Johnson student, Eric
Washington, was shot and killed Sunday night, according to The State. Columbia
Police Chief Skip Holbrook said Monday that Washington got involved in an argument
with two others while playing basketball and they arranged to meet Sunday night to
settle it.
That night, they fought again, and shots were fired at Washington. One of the shots
hit Washington in the head. He was transported to the hospital where he died from his
injuries. He was due to graduate in May to continue his career in the National Guard.
CPD has asked for the public’s help as they continue to look for the suspects.
— Lauren Shirley, News Editor

Rock Hill man steals $3K worth
of womens’ undergarments
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A person in Rock Hill stole women’s underwear valued at $2,275 from two display
cases in a Victoria’s Secret store, according to The State.
Bras and panties were among the stolen goods, and they were taken from the shop
sometime between 6 p.m. and 8 p.m. Friday, according to the report that was filed by
the store’s staff on Saturday.
Police are still trying to obtain the surveillance video of the incident. As of Monday,
no arrests had been made.
The undergarments have not yet been recovered.
— Lauren Shirley, News Editor

CORRECTION
A guest column by Cory Alpert in Monday’s edition inaccurately placed the city of Ferguson.
Ferguson is located in Missouri. The Daily Gamecock regrets the error.

Courtesy of Marjorie Duﬃe

The new student health center will be centrally located between Thomas Cooper and the Thomson Student Health Center behind Russell House when it opens in 2017.
HEALTHCENTERPAGE1
health center they are part of a care
team.”
This model focuses on collaboration
between the different medical branches
of Student Health Services and offers
students an assigned care team that
works together to provide “continuity

and collaboration.”
This means when students come into
the health center, they’ll not only be
treated for what they came in for, but
also for holistic medical needs by their
care teams.
“We’re going to be asking them about
these other issues,” she said. “We’re
going to be asking them about exercise

USCDMPAGE1
the Palmetto Health Children’s Hospital — the
hospital they have been raising money for.
“The best part of main event is hearing the
stories from the miracle families affected by the
hospital and USCDM,” she said. “Hearing a
child thank all of us for what we are doing makes
everything more than worth it.”

and sleeping. General questions about
their over all health.”
Having all of the services together
in one place will allow for students
to receive collaborative care from the
health care providers at the university
in a centralized location between the
current Thomson St udent Healt h
Center and the Thomas Cooper Library.

The building has 65,000-square-foot
floor plan, four-stories and will be styled
in colors of “calming blue, green and
grey” according to Duffie.
New services will be added to the
building, Duffie said, but the details are
still hazy.
“A lot can change in the medical world
in a year and a half,” she said.

Check out

The Newsroom

We’ll be there!

dailygamecock.com/blog/newsroom

TDG
@thegamecock
10% DISCOUNT FOR USC STUDENTS

BIRTHRIGHT OF COLUMBIA

UP TO $50

Free Pregnancy
Testing

Call for appointment or submit requests online:

www.redmondsauto.net

• 803.765.0165 •
birthrightofcolumbia.org
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“We really feed off of our fans and
the energy that they bring,” Coates
said. “And just knowing that they’re
behind us for so long throughout
the whole journey and that we can
continue to give them possibly two
more games at home. And then the
fact that we can possibly give them
two more games at a closer location
is just a great feeling.”
The trip to Columbia will be the
second of the season for Savannah
S t a t e , t h e M E AC c h a m p i o n s .
Savannah State lost 111-49 to the
Gamecocks back in December.
If South Carolina faces Syracuse
in the second round, it would be a
rematch of an early season November
game, which the Gamecocks won
67-63.
Staley said she was surprised by
the fact that South Carolina has

already played two of the teams in its
regional but believes that could be a
good thing.
“It helps us because we’ve played
them,” Staley said. “We have some
familiarity with them and you’re not
going in blind, you’re not starting
from scratch.”
Ultimately, South Carolina has
its eyes on a national championship.
The Gamecocks believe they have
t he talent to achieve such a feat
and now the biggest task at hand is
remaining focused.
Ju n ior p oi nt g u a rd K h ad ija h
Sessions mentioned how she and
her teammates set high standards
for themselves at the beginning of
the year and must now go out and
execute.
“We control our own destiny and
it’s here,” she said, “so we’ve got to
make sure we work hard everyday
and don’t take any team for granted.”

You could

3

WIN THIS
SAMSUNG GALAXY TAB® 4

You could also win:
Give us your
t-shirts,
feedback.
gift cards,
Take our readership
and other prizes!
survey today.
Our survey is available at
www.dailygamecock.com
or on our app.
Kamila Melko/ THE DAILY GAMECOCK

Head coach Dawn Staley begins the tournament this Friday against Savannah State.

12:00 P.M.
WEDNESDAY!
RUSSELL HOUSE PATIO
Minute to Win It type game with 6 different activities
Prize table to those who complete a certain number of tasks
Free to students, faculty, and staff with valid CarolinaCard.
For more information or assistance, visit www.cp.sc.edu or call (803) 777 - 3950.
This event is subject to change. Paid for by Campus Activity Fees.
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HOBBY
Snobby

Parker Quartet strings
together classes, recitals

‘Werewolves’
Emily Olyarchuk
@TDG_ARTS

Courtsey of the Parker String Quartet

The Parker String Quartet will spend a week at USC performing and teaching a chamber music master class,
individual instrument master class, seminars coaching chamber music and community outreach programs.

Sam Breazeale
@TDG_ARTS

It’s not unusual for the USC
School of Mu sic to br i ng i n
impressive, visiting artists to work
with students, but this week’s
arrival of the Parker Quartet, the
University’s quartet-in-residence,
is rousing an exceptional level of
excitement among music students.
The internationally famous,
Grammy award-winning string
quartet, comprised of Daniel
Chong, Ying Xue, Jessica Bodner
and Kee-Hyun Kim, is also the
full-time quartet-in-residence at
Harvard University. The quartet
will spend the next six days at USC,
participating in a wide variety of
events.
The concert will take place
in the Darla Moore School of
Business at 7:30 p.m. Audiences can
expect an emotional experience. A
second concert will take place in

Johnson Hall on Sunday, March 22
at 5 p.m.
“The pieces on [ Tuesday’s]
program are tied together by the
t heme of The Hunt,” Bodner
said, “because the Mozart piece is
nicknamed ‘The Hunt Quartet,’
the Widmann is called ‘The Hunt
Quartet,’ and the Brahms that
we’re playing also has hunting
t hemes t h roughout , so t he
program features different pieces
but is held together by that theme.”
The Parker Quartet has been
associated with USC since 2013, so
students and faculty members have
worked with them before. The
quartet’s week-long stay includes
t wo publ ic recit als, chamber
music master classes, individual
i n s t r u m e nt m a s t e r c l a s s e s ,
seminars and coaching chamber
music at USC.
“In just one class, I probably
lea r ned a mont h’s wor t h of
knowledge,” said Jordan Bartow,

a first-year music student who has
worked with the quartet twice
before. “All I can say about it is that
it’s unlike anything that I’ve ever
been able to do. Whenever I get
to work with them, it’s always the
best day of the year. I look forward
to the day months and months in
advance.”
The quartet’s four musicians’
passion for teaching and mentoring
is evident from the amount of time
they spend working with students.
“It’s rea l ly wor t hwh i le for
the students,” said Dr. Robert
Jesselson, a cello professor who has
worked closely with the quartet.
“They get a glimpse into the life of
a touring, internationally famous,
Grammy award-winning quartet,
and so that’s a great thing for
students. While they’re here, it’s
an incredibly intense week. We
work with the quartet really hard
SEEQUARTETPAGE5

8 years later, Modest
Mouse gives fans an
album to talk about

Courtsey of Werewolves

A s m a l l v i l l a g e s o me w here i n a n
u n k now n forest is bei ng ravaged by
werewolve s. A f ter t he su n set s, t he
werewolve s emerge a nd cla i m t hei r
v ict ims. W hen t he su n r ises, t he
villagers are safe once again and must
determine who among them is a werewolf
s y mpat h i z er or p erh ap s a werewol f
themselves. In the mysterious role playing
game, Werewolf, the players argue, vote
and “kill” each other to win the game.
At the start of the game, each player
selects a character card from the deck.
It is possible to draw a werewolf card,
villager card, a character card that uses its
special abilities to aid the werewolves or a
character card that can use its abilities to
protect the villagers. The villagers’ goal
is to kill all of the werewolves, and the
werewolves must fight to keep themselves
safe until they have eaten the last villager.
Werewolf is adapted from the original
Ru s sia n g a me, M af ia, ba sed on t he
same concept of an informed minority
(t h e We r e w o l v e s o r M a f i a) v e r s u s
a n u n i nfor med major it y ( V i l lagers).
Werewolf has since become a popular
game at house parties, tech conventions
and university psychology classes. The
game has been used in courses to teach
methods of reading body language and
non-verbal cues in psychoanalysis, and it
has also been used in classrooms to teach
children the differences between right
and wrong as well as the role of honesty
in difficult situations.
The game is played in series of rounds
that begin with the night and end after
a voting during the day. At night, all
of t he players close t heir eyes except
the werewolves. First, the werewolves
select their victim then all of the special
characters are able to use their abilities
to either aid the werewolves or protect
the villagers. When day breaks, everyone
opens their eyes and the murdered player
is revealed. All players then participate
in a battle of wit and cunning deception
t o p r o t e c t t h e i r i d e nt it i e s a n d /o r
reveal the werewolves. Ideal for eight
players or more, the game is played at
its best when there are 15 participants
and one game master who narrates the
stor y. Werewolf is not a game for the
faint of heart. It requires a mastery of
deception, deciphering nonverbal clues
and public persuasion to test your friends’
allegiances. Can you kill the werewolves
before it is too late or will you really be
the last werewolf standing?

Courtsey of Modest Mouse

The “Strangers to Ourselves” fragmented quality mimics chaos after departure of bassist.

“Strangers to Ourselves”
Release Date: March 17
Artist: Modest Mouse
Label: Epic
Duration: 57 minutes

Summer Neal
@TDG_ARTS

Modest Mouse takes an
electronic turn with their
newest release “Strangers
to Ourselves” from their
latest album released in
the UK Monday.
Modest Mouse fa ns
have waited almost eight

B
years for a follow-up to
t he band’s “We Were
Dead Before t he Ship
Even Sa n k ,” a nd t he
albu m releases in t he
U.S. Tuesday. Fortunately
“Strangers to Ourselves”
def i n itely del ivers.
The band’s lead singer,
guitarist, banjoist and
songwriter, Isaac Brock,

proves once again that
the wait is always worth
it — the band has done
it s notor iou s i nd ie /
underground rep justice.
Crediting five
producers, this album is as
fragmented and eccentric
as you would expect from
a Modest Mouse release.
The 15 tracks listed seem
to reflect the chaos the
band has experienced after
departure of bassist Eric
Judy in 2012. Stylistically,
this album is all over the
place and features more
t h a n t he d r e a m -l i k e
vocals of a typical Modest
Mouse endeavor.

“Strangers to
Ourselves” puts the band
more at t he moder nrock end of the musical
spectrum, with songs like
“Pistol” that showcase
Brock’s infamous gusto.
While this song hardly
sets the tone for the entire
album, it ser ves as an
opener to the newfound
pop excess that Modest
Mouse has apparent ly
adopted.
“The Ground Walks,
with Time in a Box” and
“ W ic k e d C a mp a i g n”
seem to indulge in the
electronic soundscape,
mixing synth solos with

programmed new-wave
beats. Bridging the gap
b e t w e e n t h e b a n d ’s
former oddball tempos
and the newly found popinspired tunes, “Pups to
Dust” sounds like a more
polished version of a song
you would hear on “The
Lonesome Crowded
West” with a disco twist.
Ending the album on
a more melancholy note,
Br o c k u s e s t he s o n g
“A nsel” to muse about
the recent death of his
brother. With phrases
like, “The last time that
you ever see another soul”
and “I made a mess of

myself and the trip on the
whole”, it stands out on
an overwhelmingly bold
album.
Tracks on this album
differ greatly from one
another, “Strangers to
Ourselves” sets an overall
electro-pop theme that
veers from the group’s
nor m a l u nderg rou nd
atmosphere. It certainly
doesn’t come close to the
likes of the great “Good
News for People W ho
Love Bad News,” but
this album paves a new
path for the band that
waited years to give fans
something to talk about.
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Courtsey of the Parker Quartet

The internationally famous, well known, Grammy award-winning string quartet is comprised of Daniel Chong, Ying Xue, Jessica Bodner, and Kee-Hyun Kim.

while they’re here.”
In addition to Tuesday and
Sunday’s concerts, t hey’re
spending the week with college
students, high school students
and even students from the
Department of Juvenile Justice
completing outreach programs.
“I actually wish we could
have talked to some of the

[DJJ] students there more,”
Bodner said, t he quartet’s
violist. “I felt like the ones that
had experience with music
really latched onto it, like it was
something that they felt was
also theirs, which was really
nice. They were all respectful,
but hopefully at the end of the
day we gave them something
that they can think about and
that they can hold on to.”

In general, the string quartet
is one of the more emotional
musical media. The repertoire
is vast, and the interaction
bet ween t he sm a l l g roup
of musicians tends to add an
element of intimacy to the
repertoire.
“So many wonderf ul
composers rea l ly chose it
as their medium for either
exploring what’s possible in
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their writing, or for writing
the most personal things that
they’ve ever written,” Bodner
said. “Beethoven, for example,
wrote 16 quartets over the
course of his life, and you can
really feel in the quartets the
exploration of his own writing,
and also the exploration of his
own soul of who he was.”
Fo r a n y o n e i nt e r e s t e d
in an introduction to string

qua r tet s, or for long t i me
fans of the Parker Quartet,
Tuesday’s concert will provide
a great sample of the quartet
repertoire.
“First of all, they play on such
a high level technically and
have so much to say musically,
so I think any listener hears
them and is completely drawn
into their sound world,” said
Jesselson. “It’s very special.”
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Head to Head
Do smartphones inhibit
social interaction?
Two columnists consider whether smartphones are streamlining
or strangling the way we interact with each other

Emily
Barber

YES

NO

Ben
Crawford
Second-year
English and
Russian Student

First-year print
journalism student

What is the fi rst thing you do when you wake up?
For me, it’s either turn off my alarm or check to see what time it is.
Second, I look up the weather forecast for the day. Then, I check my
email.
All of this I can do while still in bed, thanks to my smartphone.
Nearly 70 percent of smartphone owners check their phones within
an hour of getting up. It is such a commonplace practice that it would
be considered unusual if you owned a smartphone and didn’t check it
every morning.
In fact, it is almost unusual if someone does not own a smartphone.
A 2015 Statista study found that ownership more than doubled between
2010 and 2013, increasing from 62.6 million to 144.5 million owners in
the United States. This same study predicted that ownership would pass
200 million by 2017. This means that nearly two-thirds of Americans
would own smartphones.
In addition, smartphones are becoming faster, sleeker and smarter
with every new model. Every new data plan advertises more data at
higher speeds. Countless apps are available for anything you could
imagine, from games to fitness to budgets.
“Mobile phone addiction” is not an official diagnosis, but there is
strong evidence of its negative effects on our ability to socialize.
Boredom is becoming obsolete. Any spare moment can be spent
fiddling with our smartphones. The average person uses his smartphone
90 minutes per day. This adds up to about 24 days per year.
And it’s not just spare time. It is becoming increasingly common to
use our smartphones during social situations. Sometimes it’s practical,
like calling a friend who’s late or taking a picture. But just as often
— if not more so — we use our smartphones in place of direct social
interaction.
Lisa Merlo, director of psychotherapy at Universit y of Florida,
reported having patients who pretend to be talking on the phone or
otherwise use it to avoid direct interaction in social situations.
A nd 58 percent of people describe t hemselves as “usually” or
“occasionally” using their phone in social settings. Jumio’s 2013 Mobile
Customer Habits study found that one-third of U.S. adults admit to
using their phones while on dinner dates. Even more startling, the study
showed that one-fifth of U.S. adults from ages 18 to 34 admit to using
their phones during sex.
Nowadays, we use our smartphones to replace real social interaction.
Instead of making phone calls, we send texts and analyze how long
it takes someone to text back. We judge ourselves based on how many
followers or likes we have on Instagram. People with large numbers
are considered more popular, and popular is rapidly becoming “better.”
The more your phone is blowing up with alerts and texts, the cooler you
become.
This is flawed. It favors quantity over quality and instant gratification
over real connections. Texting is convenient and social media is great
for sharing what’s going on in your life, but they should never replace
direct interaction.

When we talk about how smartphones change the way we relate to each other,
we’re talking about more than just the ability to call and text on the same device.
While those are — generally — the two primary functions of how smartphone
users connect to each other (besides social media), the hopelessly bad Motorola
Razr flip phones could perform those same functions and did not come close to
commanding the same addictive power our current phones now possess.
More than those functions, smartphones are different because they combine
15 to 20 different functions into an incredibly small space and therefore offer a
level of convenience no flip phone could hope to achieve.
Their domination over us also stems from the number of psychic pleasure
feedback systems they offer that our brains find inherently fun to use. Message
notifications have the adrenaline rush of opening a gift and reinforce the
comforting notion that our friends are thinking about us.
This is how the smartphone actually affects its possessor. It subtly and
intentionally inspires an addictive relationship with a mixture of convenience
and insidious pleasure-feedback.
However, it does not qualitatively change or diminish the nature of social
interaction between people. Smartphones simply privilege certain forms of
socializing (texting, calling, email) over others (physical interaction, letter
writing, postcards, etc.)
The problem with smartphones lies in the addictive relationship itself, not in
the avenues it provides for social interaction.
It’s true: smartphones probably do discourage face-to-face interaction to some
extent. There’s little reason to meet someone personally for a business meeting
if a quick email sent from your iPhone could do the same job.
But social interaction through a smartphone isn’t necessarily an inferior social
experience. You forfeit some benefits by calling a person instead of meeting
with them — facial expressions, physical contact, presence — but you also gain
something as well: a greater focus on the lilt of someone else’s voice, the illusion
that you have the other person’s complete attention (The disembodied voice is
talking to you and you alone.) and the power to immediately end a conversation.
Other examples: the act of reading a good book is a social interaction between
many reader and a writer. David Foster Wallace was a great writer and a lucid,
if bumbling, talker. He needed time in order to put his best thoughts in the best
order: “You give me 24 hours in a room,” he once said “…[t]hen I can be really,
really smart.”
Written communication, like texting gives you the luxury to choose your
words more carefully. Unlike speech, the written (or texted) word does not
reflect the amount of time put into it. Long text-chains actually gives the user
more time to consider what and how to communicate an idea, a medium for
which smartphones are suited.
There are irreplaceable aspects of physical interaction that smartphones
discourage through their massive power to be convenient Seeing someone laugh
(buckling back, hands-on-stomach, head arched) at a joke is infi nitely more
rewarding than hearing it over the phone or, worse, seeing the never-quite-sureif-sarcastic “lol” pop up in a text message.
But that does not mean that we are hurting our ability to interact socially
when we use our smartphones; we are simply directing that social drive through
modern means.
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Centralization a welcome upgrade
for spotty Student Health system
ISSUE
Health services on campus
have long been too far apart.
OUR STANCE
Practical concerns aside,
centralization is a sound idea.
I f a l l goe s a s pla n ned, USC
will unveil a brand-new Student
Health Center in early 2017, placed
strategically between the Thomas
Cooper Library and Russell House.
The ideas put for ward by t he
school to justif y this particular
multi-million dollar construction
project a ren’t bad ones by a ny
means.
The new building will collect
a l l of St udent Hea lt h Ser v ices
(SHS) into one central location
on campus, which, as of now, are
spread polka-dot style across five
different buildings. Centralizing
SHS is directly helpful to students:
no matter what illness a student

might have, there’s only one place
one needs to k now about to get
comprehensive care.
Having every form of care located
in one building also fits
practically with the SHS’
recent ly implemented
idea of “c a re tea m s.”
During simple medical
check-ups, doctors will
ask students about other
issues including exercise,
s l e e p i n g a n d m e nt a l
he a lt h a nd w i l l refer
the student in question
to ot her special ist s if
necessary.
If all of these different
t ypes of medical
prac t it ioners a re i n
one place, coordinating different
appointments could prove much,
much easier. A nd the universit y
is a lso prom isi ng some muchneeded features, like an expanded
pharmacy that will offer over-the-

counter medication.
Perhaps most important is the
increase in the number of patient
rooms that the new building would
o f f e r, j u m p i n g
f r o m 13 t o 36 .
This new capacity
me a n s t he long
l i nes t hat bog
down the current
health center may
be a thing of the
past. (Or, at t he
very least, less of
t h e h a s s l e t h at
they are now.)
P r a c t ic a l
c o nc er n s a s ide ,
centralizing
care in the
new building is worthwhile and,
in our opinion, the first step to
putting into place the necessary
upgrades to the present state of
USC’s disheveled and relatively
slow student medical services.

“The ideas put
forward by the
school to justify this
. . . project aren’t
bad ones.”

LETTER TO THE EDITOR
REQUIREMENTS
Letters to the editor must not exceed
300 words. Students must include their
full name, major and year. Faculty and
staff must include their full name, position
and department. Community members
must include their full name and
applicable job title. Verifiable statements
of fact must include at least one source;
if we cannot verify a statement of fact,
your letter will not be published until the
writer implements necessary changes or
provides reputable sources for any facts
in question. Letters are edited for clarity,
style and grammar.
Email submissions to
opinion@dailygamecock.com
or mail them to
The Daily Gamecock
1400 Greene Street
Columbia, SC 29225
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HOUSING

EMPLOYMENT

Professional male quadriplegic
in need of a reliable
roommate, preferably female.
Light house leaning & light
cooking. Utilities included.
2 blocks from Finlay Park.
Preferably non-smokers.
Serious inquiries only. Email
js110860@yahoo.com

Now hiring for summer
Are you looking for sales
experience? Student Media
is now hiring for a summer
ad team. Training will begin
the first week in June. You
will be selling print, mobile,
digital and radio advertising.
Gain valuable experience in
creating advertising proposals,
account management
and client presentations.
Interested? Email your resume
to sarahs@mailbox.sc.edu.

EMPLOYMENT
Answering Service Operator
Operators answer
businesses’ phones, take
messages and deliver
messages to business
personnel. No telemarketing!
Call 803-744-8700

EMPLOYMENT

Pasta Fresca Seeking
Experienced Servers and
Bartenders
Apply in person between
4-6pm daily at 4722 Forest Dr,
across from Dunkin Donuts,
beside Rite-Aid

Aries

Leo

Sagittarius

Ta k e o n m o r e
responsibility over the
next month, with Venus
in Taur us. Watch for
career advances. Assume
authority. Put love into
your work and it flowers.
Only discuss business
with someone who can
help. Keep it practical.

T h e r e ’s m o r e w o r k
com i ng i n over t he
next month — the kind
you like — with Venus
in Taurus. Clean and
beautify your workspace.
It ’s get t i ng f u n (a nd
prof it able). Upg r ade
infrastructure to provide
necessar y support.
Finish what you started.

Taurus

Virgo

Yo u r l u c k i n l o v e
i mprove s i m men sely
over t he nex t several
week s w it h Venus i n
your sign. Enjoy feeling
especially beloved and
irresistible. Get a new
style, haircut or beauty
t reat ment . Pol ish
your presentat ion for
profe s siona l benef it .
Opposites attract.

Consider all possibilities.
The next month is good
for travel, with Venus in
Taurus. It’s easier to set
goals and venture forth.
Class convenes a nd
studies get interesting.
Make long-range plans.
Set up you r space to
facilitate workflow.

Cancer
You’re especially popular
o v e r t he ne x t t h r e e
and a half weeks, with
Venus in Taurus. Group
activities go well. Get
out in public and stir
up some action. Social
activities benefit your
career. Pay attention to
the numbers.

Libra
Balance work and
play. M a k i ng mone y
can be f un. Expect
ex pend it u res. Fi nd a
s weet de a l. G o over
the numbers this next
m o n t h , w i t h Ve n u s
i n Tau r u s. Save a nd
i ncrease you r asset s.
Share enthusiasm with
someone adorable.

Capricorn
You’re even luckier in
g a m e s a nd r o m a n c e
over t he next mont h,
with Venus in Taurus.
Artistic efforts work in
your favor. Keep playing
to increase your skills.
Lear n f rom m istakes
(especially f inancial).
Play with young people.

Aquarius

Scorpio

Make your home
your love nest.
Household chores and
improvements are more
enjoyable over the next
month, with Venus in
Taurus. Focus on home
and family, and settle
i nt o s o m e d o m e s t i c
bliss. Get what you want
delivered.

Partnerships flow with
g reater ease over t he
next month, with Venus
in Taur us. Form new
one s , a nd rene w old
b o nd s . C o mp r o m i s e
comes easier. Enjoy your
fem i n i ne side. P ut a
practical penny-pincher
in charge of household
expenses.

Take it easy. Trust your
heart to lead you. Savor
what you’re lea r n i ng
over t he next mont h,
with Venus in Taurus.
Yo u r r e s e a r c h g e t s
f a s c i n at i ng. E x plore
a passion. Write about
what you love. Volunteer
for an inspiring cause.

boots & bows
on dailygamecock.com
Need legal advice?

3/17/15

$5 COMBO MEALS

Meet with an attorney for a FREE consultation

Current USC students can schedule appointments on Monday,
Tuesday, Thursday and Friday from 8:30 a.m. to 5 p.m. by calling:

803-777-6611

Student
Legal Services

www.sa.sc.edu/student-legal-services

University of South Carolina Student Life

This service is provided in partnership with South Carolina Legal Services and funded through the Campus Activity Fee.
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For solutions to
today’s puzzle,
go to
dailygamecock.com

or download our
app!

for Faculty, Staff,
and Students

ALL DAY • EVERY DAY • with USC ID card

Valid for a 3-piece Tenders, Sandwich or Salad Combo Meal • Exp 5/31/15

Cocky

Now accepting CAROLINA CA$H

Pisces

Check out our fashion blog:

•Landlord-Tenant
•Housing
•Consumer Protection
•Probate Law
•Domestic Relations
•Employment Law

Now Hiring & Training Swim
Instructors
Pay starts @ $10.25 per hour.
Free Training and Certification.
Email your current availability
or
class schedule and any
qualifications
you may have to Jim Reiser at
jreiser@swimprofessor.com
Email jreiser@swimprofessor.
com

CONSOLIDATED LINES • CALEB FRANKLIN

Focus on your breathing
to counter stress. Get
bu s y m a k i n g mone y
o v e r t he ne x t t h r e e
weeks, wit h Venus in
Tau r u s. R a ke i n t he
profit. Friends help out.
Inspiration comes in a
dream. Run tests before
proceeding.

A l low you r self more
quiet time over the next
month, with Venus in
Taurus. Finish old jobs
and rest. Enjoy sweeter
dreams. Don’t reveal
all your secrets. Get a
better deal through a
broker. Travel, study and
explore.

ANNOUNCEMENTS

dailygamecock.com/classifieds

HOROSCOPES
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COLUMBIA • 4456 Devine Street • 803.403.9135
ACROSS
1 Infect
6 Downs
10 Derisive
exclamation
13 Should have said
14 Score in a rare
way
17 “I totally had you
going!”
18 Drum, say
19 Luxury garb
21 Johnny Friendly
portrayer in “On
the Waterfront”
22 It hasn’t released
a U.S. model
since 1987
24 Edible pods
25 Make two cuts in,
maybe
27 Literary
monogram
28 Said three times,
a story shortener
29 Beneﬁt
32 “Head and Shell”
artist
35 Former name of
the bonobo
39 Nationality sufﬁx
40 Night time
41 Anise-ﬂavored
apéritif
42 Some PD
ofﬁcers
43 Low-cost carrier
owned by
Southwest
46 Inﬂexibility
49 Irish omen of
death
51 Hunks
53 Eponymous
astronomer
56 Foreman’s
dramatic phrase
58 Place for a crown
59 Common
reimbursement
requirement
60 Fights
61 Korean War pres.
62 Old draft category
63 Game with a disk
operating
system?
DOWN
1 Rascals
2 Flat formation
3 Structure
damaged in a
1989 earthquake

4 Guy giving you a
pointer?
5 Fruit-ripening gas
6 Key for backups?
7 Eniwetok, for one
8 Holding
9 Quench
10 Word in many
oaths
11 Lab subject
12 “Scarborough
Fair” quartet
15 Home to
California’s
Torrey Pines Golf
Course
16 Some country folk
20 Fluid holder
23 Many a Mormon
25 Use keys
26 Beams
27 Tear
30 Skybox guest
31 Mideast capital
once called
Philadelphia
32 Fair color?
33 Iran’s Shah
Mohammad __
Pahlavi
34 McJob holder
36 Element no. 39
37 French “these”
38 Student’s
purchase
42 Night sound?

eatPDQ.com

For solutions to
today’s puzzle,
go to
dailygamecock.com

or download our
app!

44 Nationality
sufﬁx
45 Compass points
46 Spread with
hands
47 Fan faves
48 Insinuated
49 Under
50 2005 World
Series player (his
team’s only
appearance, and
they lost)
52 Smooth out
lumps, in a way

54 __ fee
55 While opening
57 Vocalist Sumac
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Football is back
Offensive Preview

Defensive Preview

Jeﬀrey Davis / THE DAILY GAMECOCK

Jeﬀrey Davis / THE DAILY GAMECOCK

Connor Mitch’s quarterback status is one of the Gamecocks’ most pressing questions.

T.J. Gurley is credited with 113 tackles and a pair of interceptions in his career.

Brennan Doherty

Will Helms

@BRENNAN_DOHERTY

For t he f irst t ime since 2011,
someone not named Connor Shaw or
Dylan Thompson will have to start at
quarterback for South Carolina this
upcoming season. And that’s just one
of several changes the Gamecocks
face on the offensive side of the ball.
With his leading passer and rusher
gone, head coach Steve Spurrier and
his staff will begin the process of
assembling this year’s offense when
spring practice begins Tuesday.
New signal-caller
Over the course of their collegiate
careers, former Gamecock
quar terback s Con nor Shaw a nd
Dylan Thompson combined to pass
for 11,465 yards and 96 touchdowns
between 2010-2014. It goes without
saying that it’ll be tough for South
Carolina to adjust to not having an
experienced signal-caller leading the
offense.
The leading candidate for t he
job is redshirt sophomore Connor
Mitch, and he’ll have chance to prove
himself this spring. A former fourstar recruit out of Raleigh, North
Carolina, Mitch rarely saw the field
in 2014, completing two of six passing
attempts for 19 yards. Also competing
at quarterback this spring are redshirt
ju n ior Per r y Or t h a nd redsh ir t
freshman Michael Scarnecchia.
Wilds leads running backs
Mike Davis may have led South
Carolina w it h 982 yards on t he
ground in his last season before
declaring for the NFL Draft, but
the Gamecocks appear to be in fairly
good shape at t he r unning back
position.
Bra ndon W ilds, one of Sout h
Carolina’s longest-tenured players,
returns for one fi nal year and David
Williams, a promising youngster who
got his first game experience in 2014,
should see a bigger role, as well. The
duo should take most of the carries
over the next few weeks, but redshirt
senior Shon Carson should get some
reps, too — his speed could cause
some problems out of the backfield.
Wilds, who saw action as a true
freshman back in 2011, has played
second f iddle to g uys like Davis
and Marcus Lattimore in the past;
however, the Gamecocks will need to
depend on him more than ever to lead
South Carolina’s backfield.

New faces at wide receiver
Ju n ior w ide re c ei ver Ph a roh
Cooper became a fan favorite in
2014 as he took on a role as Mr.
Do-Everything for the Gamecocks.
Whether it be lined up as a wideout,
or as the quarterback in the Wildcat
f o r m at io n , C o o p e r w a s S o u t h
Carolina’s best big-play threat on
offense.
Fortunately for the Gamecocks,
Cooper, who earned fi rst team AllSEC honors, returns. He’ll surely be
a favorite target for whoever ends up
winning the quarterback job.
That said, Cooper is the only sure
thing that returns at the wideout
position. Damiere Byrd and Nick
Jones have played out their eligibility
and K.J. Brent Shaq Roland have
decided to transfer.
Redsh ir t sen ior w ide receiver
Shamier Jeffery — still mostly known
just as the younger brother of former
Gamecock great A lshon — has a
chance to fi nally step up and earn a
lot of playing time.
Most notably, redshirt freshman
Deebo Samuel is thought of as a
someone who stands out because
of his speed and athleticism. A nd
redshirt freshman Shaq Davidson is
another youthful candidate for major
playing time.
A side f rom Cooper, Jef fer y is
the only returning wide receiver to
register a reception last season.
At tight end, senior Jerell Adams
should start. With former Gamecock
Ror y ‘Bu st a’ A nderson m issi ng
significant time last year, Adams
caught 21 passes for 279 yards and
made five starts.
Last season South Carolina had an
up and down year on offense, but it’s
offensive line was fairly consistent
and solid overall.
However, some of the personnel
along the line has changed. Most
notably, A .J. Can n, who ear ned
second team All-American honors
last season, and Corey Robinson are
now pursuing their dreams of playing
in the NFL.
Four of the five projected starting
linemen for South Carolina for spring
practice have started before. The
most experienced player is redshirt
senior offensive tackle Brandon Shell.
Shell has made 36 starts over the
past three seasons. he’ll anchor a line
which will need to have a good year to
protect the new starting quarterback.

@WILL_HELMS

Sout h Ca rol i na’s defen se wa s
d ism a l i n 2014, r a n k i ng i n t he
bottom half of the league in just
about every defensive category.
This offseason, head coach Steve
Spurrier made a point to improve
defense, focusing recruiting efforts
on that side of the ball and hiring Jon
Hoke as co-defensive coordinator
with Lorenzo Ward.
Hoke, brother of former Michigan
head coach Brady Hoke, coached the
defense during Spurrier’s fi nal years
at Florida before bolt ing for t he
NFL in 2002. Hoke most recently
worked as the defensive backs coach
for the Chicago Bears.
He’s is k now n for h is h igh ly
complex zone blitz scheme that has
baffled opposing offenses in the past.
It isn’t clear exactly which duties
each defensive coord i nator w il l
take charge of, but the Gamecock
defense will look to develop a new
edge under Hoke.
Defensive Line
Last season was a train wreck for
a once formidable defensive line.
The defense had only 14 sacks, just
seven by the defensive line and as a
result, the Gamecocks focused much
of their recruiting on the defensive
line.
Seven of Sout h Ca rol i na’s 30
recruits in the 2015 recruiting class
were defensive linemen, headlined
by the No. 3 junior college prospect
in the nation, Marquavius Lewis.
L e w i s recorded 11 sac k s a nd
63 t a c k le s i n h i s 12 g a m e s at
Hutchinson Communit y College
in Kansas last season. He said he
hopes to bring an edge rush that
the Gamecocks lacked last season.
He also enrolled early along with
defensive end Dex ter W idema n
and will benefit from reps in spring
practice.
Lewis is listed fi rst on the depth
chart at defensive end alongside
junior Gerald Dixon. Dixon led the
defensive line last season with 42
tackles and two sacks. He and his
half-brother Gerald Dixon Jr. are the
two returning starters on the line for
the Gamecocks.
Linebackers
At this point, it’s unclear if Hoke
will continue South Carolina’s 4-2-5
system or scrap the Spur position

in favor of a more traditional 4-3
lineup. Either way, the Gamecock
defense will key off the dynamic duo
of Skai Moore and Jonathan Walton.
Moore, a ju n ior f rom Cooper
City, Florida, led the team in tackles
his fi rst two seasons. A ball-hawking
coverage linebacker, Moore also
leads all act ive Gamecock s w it h
seven career interceptions.
Walton came on strong toward
the end of last season. The junior
w ill st ar t on t he wea k-side t h is
season and will cover ground with
tremendous speed for a 241-pounder.
B ot h l i neb ac k er s w i l l f ig u re
heavily into the passing defense and
fi ll gaps in the run game.
According to the initial spring
depth chart, junior Jordan Diggs
i s s lot t e d t o s t a r t i n t he Spu r
position, which functions like an
in-box safety. If Hoke brings back
his old zone blitz system, Diggs may
be asked to bulk up to around 230
pounds and switch to a traditional
4-3 strong-side linebacker.
Secondary
Senior strong safety T.J. Gurley
played well last season, especially
t ow a rd t he e nd of t he s e a s o n ,
fi nishing second on the team with 80
tackles. He will lead a talented group
of young players that has much to
prove.
The secondary may be the group
with the most to prove on the entire
team. The young group was exposed
last season, but many believe that
was more a result of a struggling
pass-rush than a lack of talent in the
back.
A mong those with the most to
prove is sophomore D.J. Sm it h.
Smith split time at multiple positions
last season but showed promise. In
his lone start at free safety, where
he is listed as the starter this spring,
Smith played extremely well against
Vanderbilt before a targeting call
took him out of the game.
Smith is a raw, hard-hitting safety
with tremendous upside. He could
be a key to the defense this season if
he stays at free safety and learns the
intricacies of the position.
The Gamecocks will look to enforce
new defensive skills starting in their
spring practices to ref lect in their
2015-16 season.

